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site side of the promontory, over a soil equally sandy and
rugged. However, Pencroft observed that the shore was
more equal, that the ground rose, and he declared that it
was joined by a long slope to a hill, whose massive front he
thought that he could see looming indistinctly through the
mist The birds were less numerous on this part of the
shore; the sea was also less tumultuous, and they observed
that the agitation of the waves was diminished. The noise
of the surf was scarcely heard. This side of the promontory
evidently formed a semi-circular bay, which the sharp point
sheltered from the breakers of the open sea. But to
follow this direction was to go south, exactly opposite to
that part of the coast where Harding might have landed.
After a walk of a mile and a half, the shore presented no
curve which would permit them to return to the north.
This promontory, of which they had turned the point, must
be attached to the mainland. The castaways, although their
strength was nearly exhausted, still marched courageously
forward, hoping every moment to meet with a sudden angle
which would set them in the first direction. What was
their disappointment, when, after trudging nearly two
miles, having reached an elevated point composed of
slippery rocks, they found themselves again stopped by the
sea.
;* We are on an islet," said Pencroft, " and we have sur-
veyed it from one extremity to the other,"